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	Chapter 1:  How to use this People’s Guide.  

How to use People’s Guide to help you and your family and friends, community, country and world survive and thrive.
	

	Chapter 2:  What a thriving future will be.  

What your life and our world will be in a thriving future where all survive and thrive forever. 
	

	Chapter 3:  Why you and all of us must care about a thriving future.  

Why you and we must care about a surviving and thriving future for you, friends and family, community, country, and world.
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	Chapter 7:  How our world can thrive.  
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Chapter 3:  Why care about a thriving future.  

Why you and we must care about a surviving and thriving future for you.  Your friends and family.  Your community.  Your country.  Our world.
This Guides lays out why you and we must care about a surviving and thriving future for you and your friends and family, your community, your country and our world.  You and all of us want and need that future because of our endangered future and our human need to survive and desire to thrive.  What drives us is that a person and a people need to survive and desire to thrive in the current world and a sustainable future world.  
Our needing and desiring a surviving and thriving future is driven by a natural human force - “a person needs to survive and desires to thrive.”  To truly satisfy this need and desire, we need the following:  

1) we, as a person and a people, need to survive and desire to thrive, 
2) we depend on other persons (a people) for survival and thriving, especially in the long term, 

3) our need and desire applies to both the current and future world, 
4) our future survival and thriving depends on there being a future world, and  
5) our future world must be sustainable and sustained to fully meet our need and desire.

For these reasons, building, achieving and sustaining a thriving future forever (to the maximum extent possible) for you, your family and friends, your community, your country and our world is the human endeavor and the ideal.  
This is why you and we care about a thriving future.  But let’s be a bit more specific.

What future must you and we build, achieve and sustain?  You, your family and friends, your community, your country and our world want to and must build, achieve and sustain a surviving and thriving future.  
All of us, almost without exception, want to thrive.  Thriving means:

· Performing well, 

· Being well-off (financially), 

· Being well nourished, 

· Being well housed, 

· Being well protected (exposures, crime), 

· Being well educated, 

· Being physically and mentally well (people), 

· Growing/developing well, 

· Living within good habitat, 

· Being physically well (Earth, plants, animals, environment), 

· Not being vulnerable, 

· Producing personal and public goods, 

· Living within a stable, positive climate, and 

· Being sustained.  

This is the best future for you, your family and friends, your community, your country and our world (including the Earth on which we depend).
All of us, almost without exception, want to and must survive.  Surviving means at least:

· Performing at a minimal level, 
· Having the minimum levels of resources, food, housing, protection, education, physical and mental health (people), personal growth and development, and habitat, 
· Surviving “physically” (Earth, plants, animals, environment), 

· Not being excessively vulnerable, 
· Producing minimum levels of personal and public goods, e) being in an humanly survivable climate, and 
· Being sustained at a minimal survival level.  
This is not the best future but it is far better than not surviving.
What future must we avoid?  You, your family and friends, your community, your country and our world want to and must avoid a bad or endangered future.  A bad future means: 
· Performing poorly or badly, 
· Being poor (financially), 
· Being poorly nourished, 
· Being poorly housed, 
· Being poorly protected (exposures, crime), 
· Being poorly educated, 
· Not being physically or mentally well (people), 
· Not growing and developing well, 
· Not doing well “physically” (Earth, plants, animals, environment), 
· Living within poor or bad habitat, 
· Being excessively vulnerable, 
· Living in an unstable, destructive climate, and/or 
· Not being sustained.  
In an endangered future, there is the risk of any or all of these.  No one wants to risk this bad future let alone live this bad future.

A bad future also means not fixing what we already know is broken and likely to stay broken.  

As we look around us at the people and the world which we care about, much of what is important to us is already broken or is endangered, much of it unnecessarily so.  This is probably true for you and your family.  This is true for your community, your country and our world.  

For example, in the United States, our financial systems’ failure did and still could bring down countries’ and the world’s financial system.  Housing bubbles have burst and lifetime savings lost.  While some of our housing markets improve, many people cannot buy homes (lack resources, can’t get loans, job insecurity) or they own homes they cannot afford or sell.  Even with the Affordable Care Act, our health care remains inaccessible, unaffordable and of poor quality for many people.  Our education systems leave children behind and fail to educate children to their full potential. Our economic system rewards many people far beyond their contribution, holds many far below their potential contribution, and keeps many in or near poverty.  Our environment is under more stress than it can handle in the decades and centuries to come.  On energy, our future was bet on non-renewable energy sources and we have yet to turn to conservation and renewable energy at a level commensurate with long term energy needs and supply.  
For some countries, the situation is better.  For some, it is worse.  All countries and the world as a whole are and will continue to be broken to some greater or lesser extent.
But these are only individual broken pieces for us to fix.  In the real world, fixing the future means fixing these broken pieces together with fixing related broken pieces, e.g. health with the economy, education with food, energy with the environment, and housing with protection.  Fixing these together is more likely to achieve a surviving and thriving future.  Fixing all of these together is the most likely to achieve a thriving future.
Because it is people who have broken much of the world and endangered its future, it is people who must care about and must fix what is broken and build a survivable and thriving future.  Because it is only people who can change our future, it is people who must build, achieve and sustain a surviving and thriving future.  

All of this is why you and we care about a surviving and thriving future.
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